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                            James 2 (ESV) The Sin of Partiality                                                                                        
1
 My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Lord of glory.
 2

 For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into 
your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, 

3
 and if you 

pay attention to the one who wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a 
good place,” while you say to the poor man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit 
down at my feet,” 

4
 have you not then made distinctions among yourselves and 

become judges with evil thoughts? 
5 

Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God 
chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the 
kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him?

 6
 But you have 

dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the 
ones who drag you into court? 

7
 Are they not the ones who blaspheme the 

honorable name by which you were called? 
8
 If you really fulfill the royal law 

according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are 
doing well.

 9
 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted 

by the law as transgressors. 
10 

For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one 
point has become accountable for all of it. 

11
 For he who said, “Do not commit 

adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do 
murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 

12
 So speak and so act as 

those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. 
13

 For judgment is without 
mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.                                                                                                                                         

.                                    Faith Without Works Is Dead                                                                                                
14

 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have 
works? Can that faith save him? 

15
 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and 

lacking in daily food, 
16

 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed 
and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is 
that? 

17
 So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 

18 
But someone 

will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from your 
works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 

19
 You believe that God is one; 

you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! 
20

 Do you want to be 
shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless? 

21
 Was not 

Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the 
altar? 

22 
You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was 

completed by his works; 
23

 and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham 
believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a 
friend of God. 

24
 You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith 

alone. 
25

 And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by 
works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way?   
26 

For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is 
dead. 
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Announcements & Call to Worship: Responsive Reading 622; Prayer  
 
Hymn #484:  It Only Takes a Spark 
 
Choruses 
 
Tithing and Prayer Requests: Hymn #572: Praise God; Prayers                                                       
 
Today’s Scriptures: Matthew 25:31-46; 5:43-48; 16:27; 1 John 4:11-12 
 
Message by Steve Mickelson: ‘Works of Faith’ & the ‘Royal Law’ as 
Elements of ‘The Great Commission’ 
 
Hymn #358: We Praise Thee, O God 
 
Benediction (Romans 15:5-7):  May the God of endurance and 
encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in 
accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore welcome one 
another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

Today’s Message: Scriptures and Notes  

                  Matthew 28:16-20 (ESV) The Great Commission                                        
16 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 

directed them. 
17 

And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 
18 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. 
19 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 

teaching them to observe 

all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 

age. 

                         Matthew 25:31-46 (ESV) The Final Judgment                                                                                                 
31

 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will 
sit on his glorious throne. 

32
 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will 

separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 
33

 And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 
34

 Then the King 
will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 

35
 For I was hungry and 

you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, 

36
 I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was 

in prison and you came to me.’ 
37

 Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, 
when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?

 38
 And when 

did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 
39

 And when did 
we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 

40
 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I 

say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 
41 

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 

42
 For I was hungry and you gave me no food, 

I was thirsty and you gave me no drink,
 43

 I was a stranger and you did not welcome 
me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 

44
 

Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a 

stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45 
Then he will 

answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of 
these, you did not do it to me.’ 

46
 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but 

the righteous.”                                                                                           

  

 

                              Matthew 5:43-48 (ESV) Love Your Enemies                                                                    
43 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.’ 

44 
But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 

you, 
45

 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his 
sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 
46

 For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the 
tax collectors do the same? 

47
 And if you greet only your brothers, what more are 

you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?
 48

 You therefore 
must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.                                                  

                                                  Matthew 16:27 (ESV)                                                                                                                      
27

For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, 

and then he will repay each person according to what he has done.  

                                                  1 John 4:11-12  (ESV)  
11

 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 
12

 No one has 
ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected 
in us.                                                                 

 


