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Famous Fathers in the Bible Who Set Worthy Examples - About.com 
 
God the Father God the Father, the first Person of the Trinity, is the father and creator of 
all. Jesus, his only Son, showed us a new, intimate way of relating to him. When we see 
God as our heavenly Father, provider and protector, it puts our life in a whole new 
perspective. Every human father is also a son of this Most High God, the constant source 
of strength, wisdom, and hope. 
Adam - The First Man  As the first man and first human father, Adam had no example to 
follow except God. He faltered on that, plunging the world into sin. He also had to deal 
with the tragedy of his son Cain murdering his other son, Abel. Adam has much to teach 
today's fathers about the consequences of our actions and the absolute necessity of 
obeying God. 
Noah - A Righteous Man Noah stands out among fathers in the Bible as a man who clung 
to God in spite of the wickedness all around him. What could be more relevant to today? 
Noah was far from perfect, but he was humble and protective of his family. He bravely 
carried out the task God assigned to him. Modern fathers may often feel they are in a 
thankless role, but God is always pleased by their devotion. 
Abraham - Father of the Jewish Nation What could be more frightening than being the 
father of an entire nation? That was the mission God gave Abraham. He was a leader 
with tremendous faith, passing one of the most difficult tests God ever gave a man. 
Abraham made mistakes when he relied on himself instead of God. Still, he embodied 
qualities that any father would be wise to develop. 
Jacob - Father of the 12 Tribes of Israel Jacob was a schemer who tried to work his own 
way instead of trusting God. With the help of his mother Rebekah, he stole his twin 
brother Esau's birthright. Jacob fathered 12 sons who founded the 12 tribes of Israel. As a 
father, however, he favored his son Joseph, causing jealousy among the other brothers. 
The lesson from Jacob's life is that God works with our obedience and in spite of our 
disobedience to make his plan come to pass. 
Moses - Giver of the Law Moses was the father of two sons, Gershom and Eliezer, yet he 
also served as a father figure to the entire Hebrew people as they escaped from slavery 
in Egypt. He loved them and helped discipline and provide for them on their 40-year 
journey to the Promised Land. At times Moses seemed to be a larger-than-life character, 
but he was only a man. He shows today's fathers that overwhelming tasks can be 
achieved when we stay close to God. 
King David - A Man After God’s Own Heart One of the great strugglers in the Bible, David 
was also a special favorite of God. He trusted God to help him defeat the giant Goliath 
and put his faith in God as he was on the run from King Saul. David sinned greatly, but he 
repented and found forgiveness. His son Solomon went on to become one of Israel's 
greatest kings. 
Joseph - Earthly Father of Jesus Surely one of the most underrated fathers in the Bible 
was Joseph, the foster father of Jesus Christ. He went to great pains to protect his wife 
Mary and their baby, then saw to Jesus' education and needs as he was growing up. 
Joseph taught Jesus the carpentry trade. The Bible calls Joseph a righteous man, and 
Jesus must have loved his guardian for his quiet strength, honesty, and kindness. 
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That the blessing of Abraham might come 
on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that 
we might receive the promise of the Spirit 
through faith.            – Galatians 3:14 
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Announcements & Call to Worship:                                                                                   
Responsive Reading #593 and Prayer  
 
Hymn #22: Stand Up and Bless the Lord  
 
Choruses 
 
Tithing and Prayer Requests: Hymn #572: Praise God; Prayers                                                       
 
Today’s Scriptures: Nehemiah 9:6-21; 32-36; Hebrews 12:7                                                                                                                    
 
Message by Steve Mickelson:                                                                                               
‘The awesome God, who keeps covenant and steadfast love'  
 
Hymn #84: Come & Praise the Lord Our King (tune = Michael Row the Boat)  
 
Benediction (Revelation 1:5b-6): 5b And from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, 
the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us 
and has freed us from our sins by his blood 6 and made us a kingdom, priests 
to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.  

                                              Nehemiah 9:13-21 (ESV)                                                                                                                    
13 

You came down on Mount Sinai and spoke with them from heaven and gave 
them right rules and true laws, good statutes and commandments, 

14 
and you made 

known to them your holy Sabbath and commanded them commandments and 
statutes and a law by Moses your servant. 

15 
You gave them bread from heaven for 

their hunger and brought water for them out of the rock for their thirst, and you 
told them to go in to possess the land that you had sworn to give them. 

16 
“But they and our fathers acted presumptuously and stiffened their neck and did 

not obey your commandments. 
17 

They refused to obey and were not mindful of the 
wonders that you performed among them, but they stiffened their neck and 
appointed a leader to return to their slavery in Egypt. But you are a God ready to 
forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and 
did not forsake them. 

18 
Even when they had made for themselves a golden

 
calf and 

said, ‘This is your God who brought you up out of Egypt,’ and had committed great 
blasphemies, 

19 
you in your great mercies did not forsake them in the wilderness. 

The pillar of cloud to lead them in the way did not depart from them by day, nor 
the pillar of fire by night to light for them the way by which they should go. 

20 
You 

gave your good Spirit to instruct them and did not withhold your manna from their 
mouth and gave them water for their thirst. 

21 
Forty years you sustained them in 

the wilderness, and they lacked nothing. Their clothes did not wear out and their 
feet did not swell. 

                                          Nehemiah 9:32-36 (ESV)                                                                                                
32 

“Now, therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who 
keeps covenant and steadfast love, let not all the hardship seem little to you that 
has come upon us, upon our kings, our princes, our priests, our prophets, our 
fathers, and all your people, since the time of the kings of Assyria until this day.      
33 

Yet you have been righteous in all that has come upon us, for you have dealt 
faithfully and we have acted wickedly. 

34 
Our kings, our princes, our priests, and our 

fathers have not kept your law or paid attention to your commandments and your 
warnings that you gave them. 

35 
Even in their own kingdom, and amid your great 

goodness that you gave them, and in the large and rich land that you set before 
them, they did not serve you or turn from their wicked works. 

36 
Behold, we are 

slaves this day; in the land that you gave to our fathers to enjoy its fruit and its 
good gifts, behold, we are slaves. 

                                               Hebrews 12:7 (ESV)                                                                                                                              
7 

It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what 
son is there whom his father does not discipline? 

 

                                          Nehemiah 9:6-12 (ESV)                                                                                                                   
6 

“You are the LORD, you alone. You have made heaven, the heaven of heavens, 
with all their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in 
them; and you preserve all of them; and the host of heaven worships you.          
7 

You are the LORD, the God who chose Abram and brought him out of Ur of the 
Chaldeans and gave him the name Abraham. 

8 
You found his heart faithful 

before you, and made with him the covenant to give to his offspring the land 
of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite, and the 
Girgashite. And you have kept your promise, for you are righteous.      
 
 
9 

“And you saw the affliction of our fathers in Egypt and heard their cry at the 
Red Sea, 

10 
and performed signs and wonders against Pharaoh and all his 

servants and all the people of his land, for you knew that they acted arrogantly 
against our fathers. And you made a name for yourself, as it is to this day.             
11 

And you divided the sea before them, so that they went through the midst of 
the sea on dry land, and you cast their pursuers into the depths, as a stone into 
mighty waters.

12 
By a pillar of cloud you led them in the day, and by a pillar of 

fire in the night to light for them the way in which they should go.    


