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 2 Corinthians 12:1-18 (ESV) Paul's Visions and His Thorn                          
12 I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, I will go on 
to visions and revelations of the Lord. 

2 
I know a man in Christ who fourteen 

years ago was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body or out of 
the body I do not know, God knows. 

3 
And I know that this man was caught up 

into paradise—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God 
knows— 

4 
and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter. 

5 
On behalf of this man I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, 

except of my weaknesses— 
6 

though if I should wish to boast, I would not be a 
fool, for I would be speaking the truth; but I refrain from it, so that no one may 
think more of me than he sees in me or hears from me. 

7 
So to keep me from 

becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations,
[a]

 a 
thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep 
me from becoming conceited. 

8 
Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, 

that it should leave me. 
9 

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for 
my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more 
gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

10 
For 

the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

                           Concern for the Corinthian Church                                           
11 

I have been a fool! You forced me to it, for I ought to have been commended 
by you. For I was not at all inferior to these super-apostles, even though I am 
nothing. 

12 
The signs of a true apostle were performed among you with utmost 

patience, with signs and wonders and mighty works. 
13 

For in what were you 
less favored than the rest of the churches, except that I myself did not burden 
you? Forgive me this wrong! 

14 
Here for the third time I am ready to come to you. And I will not be a burden, 

for I seek not what is yours but you. For children are not obligated to save up 
for their parents, but parents for their children. 

15 
I will most gladly spend and 

be spent for your souls. If I love you more, am I to be loved less? 
16 

But granting 
that I myself did not burden you, I was crafty, you say, and got the better of 
you by deceit. 

17 
Did I take advantage of you through any of those whom I sent 

to you? 
18 

I urged Titus to go, and sent the brother with him. Did Titus take 
advantage of you? Did we not act in the same spirit? Did we not take the same 
steps?                                                                                                                              
Footnotes: a. 2 Corinthians 12:7 Or hears from me, even because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations. So to keep me from 
becoming conceited 
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Announcements and Call to Worship:                                                                    
Responsive Reading #635 (Comfort from Christ – John 14); Prayer  
 
Opening Hymn #365: I Am Weak but Thou Art Strong; Choruses 
 
Tithing and Prayer Requests: Hymn #572: Praise God; Prayers                                                       
 
Today’s Scriptures: John 18:15-27, John 21:14-19, 2 Corinthians 12:1-18 
  
Message - Steve Mickelson: ‘A Few of the Hat Tricks in Christ’s Gospel’  
 
Closing Hymn #232: I Hear the Savior Say 
 
Benediction (2 Corinthians 13:14): The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with       
you all.                  . 

 

                                      John 18:15-27 (ESV) Peter Denies Jesus                                                            
15 

Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Since that disciple was 
known to the high priest, he entered with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, 
16 

but Peter stood outside at the door. So the other disciple, who was known to the 
high priest, went out and spoke to the servant girl who kept watch at the door, and 
brought Peter in. 

17 
The servant girl at the door said to Peter, “You also are not one of 

this man's disciples, are you?” He said, “I am not.” 
18 

Now the servants
[a]

 and officers 
had made a charcoal fire, because it was cold, and they were standing and warming 
themselves. Peter also was with them, standing and warming himself. 

19 
The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 

20 
Jesus 

answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world. I have always taught in synagogues 
and in the temple, where all Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. 

21 
Why 

do you ask me? Ask those who have heard me what I said to them; they know what I 
said.” 

22 
When he had said these things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus 

with his hand, saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?” 
23 

Jesus answered him, 
“If what I said is wrong, bear witness about the wrong; but if what I said is right, why 
do you strike me?” 

24 
Annas then sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 

25 
Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, “You also 

are not one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” 
26 

One of the 
servants of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, 
“Did I not see you in the garden with him?” 

27 
Peter again denied it, and at once a 

rooster crowed.                                                                                                                        
Footnotes: a. John 18:18 Greek bondservants; also verse 26 

                                        John 21:14-19 (ESV) Jesus and Peter                                
14 

This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was 
raised from the dead. 

15 
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 

“Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you 
know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 

16 
He said to him a second 

time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that 
I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 

17 
He said to him the third time, “Simon, 

son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, 
“Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I 
love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 

18 
Truly, truly, I say to you, when you 

were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you 
are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you 
where you do not want to go.” 

19 
(This he said to show by what kind of death he was to 

glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.” 

Footnotes: a. John 21:8 Greek two hundred cubits; a cubit was about 18 inches or 45 

           John 13:36-14:4 (ESV) Jesus Foretells Peter's Denial                         
36 

Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, 
“Where I am going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward.” 
37 

Peter said to him, “Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my 
life for you.” 

38 
Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, 

truly, I say to you, the rooster will not crow till you have denied me three 
times.                                                                                                                                                      
.                  I Am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life                                             
14 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God;

[a]
 believe also in me. 

2 
In 

my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you 
that I go to prepare a place for you?

[b]
 
3 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be 
also. 

4 
And you know the way to where I am going.”

[c]
                                    

Footnotes: a. John 14:1 Or You believe in God b. John 14:2 Or In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have 
told you; for I go to prepare a place for you c. John 14:4 Some manuscripts Where I am going you know, and the way you know 
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