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Romans 3:21-26 (ESV) The Righteousness of God Through Faith

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law,
22
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of
God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction:
23
24
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his
25
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put
forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to
show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed
26
over former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so
that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
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Matthew 5:17-20 Christ Came to Fulfill the Law

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not
18
come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven
and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is
19
accomplished. Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these
commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the
kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called
20
great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven.
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Colossians 2:6-14 (ESV) Alive in Christ
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Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and
built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding
8
in thanksgiving. See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and
empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits
9
of the world, and not according to Christ. For in him the whole fullness of
10
deity dwells bodily, and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all
11
rule and authority. In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision
made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision
12
of Christ, having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also
raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him
13
from the dead.
And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having
14
forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood
against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.

The Word of Life
That which was from the beginning,
which we have heard, which we have
seen with our eyes, which we looked
upon and have touched with our
hands, concerning the word of life—
the life was made manifest, and we
have seen it, and testify to it and
proclaim to you the eternal life, which
was with the Father and was made
manifest to us— that which we have
seen and heard we proclaim also to
you, so that you too may have
fellowship with us; and indeed our
fellowship is with the Father and with
his Son Jesus Christ. And we are
writing these things so that your joy
may be complete. - 1 John 1:1-4
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Order of Service
Call to Worship: Responsive Reading #632 (God’s Redeeming Love –
from John 3 and 1 John); Prayer
Opening Hymn #546: Sing the Wondrous Love of Jesus; Choruses

11 AM Sunday
14

Message by Steve Mickelson:
‘On Your Way to Heaven, Leave the Baggage Behind’
Closing Hymn #40: To God Be the Glory
Benediction: (Ephesians 1:3-4) Spiritual Blessings in Christ:
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,
even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and blameless before him.

1 Corinthians 2:14-16 (ESV)

The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly
15
to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.
16
The spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. “For who
has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of
Christ.

Tithing and Prayer Requests: Hymn #572: Praise God; Prayers
Scriptures: 1 Corinthians 2:14-16; John 3:1-14; Galatians 3:23-29

January 24, 2016

John 3:1-14 (ESV) You Must Be Born Again

2

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This
man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher
3
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.”
Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see
4
the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is
5
old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” Jesus
answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he
6
cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that
7
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born
8
again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
9

10

Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you
11
the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? Truly, truly, I say to
you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do
12
not receive our testimony. If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe,
13
how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven
14
except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And as Moses lifted up the
15
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever
believes in him may have eternal life.
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Galatians 3:23-29 (ESV) The Law and the Promise

Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the
24
coming faith would be revealed. So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came,
25
in order that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no
26
27
longer under a guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.
28
For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are
29
all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs
according to promise.

