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          Isaiah 55:6-13 (ESV) 

 
6 

“Seek the LORD while he may be found; 
    call upon him while he is near; 
7 

let the wicked forsake his way, 
    and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, 
    and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
    neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 
9 

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
    so are my ways higher than your ways 
    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 

10 
“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 

    and do not return there but water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11 

so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
    it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
    and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 

12 
“For you shall go out in joy 

    and be led forth in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
    shall break forth into singing, 
    and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13 

Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
    instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall make a name for the LORD, 
    an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 
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      John 4:23-24  
 

23 But the hour is 
coming, and is now 
here, when the true 
worshipers will worship 
the Father in spirit 
and truth, for the 
Father is seeking such 
people to worship 
him. 24 God is spirit, and 
those who worship him 
must worship in spirit 
and truth.” 
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Announcements & Call to Worship: Responsive                               
Reading #613 (God’s Invitation – Isaiah 55); Prayer 
 
Opening Hymn #581: There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit; Choruses 
 
Tithing and Prayer Requests: Hymn #572: Praise God; Prayers                                                       
 
Scriptures: Isaiah 55:6-13, Acts 17:22-34, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
 
Message by Steve Mickelson:  
‘Seeking to Worship the Father in Spirit and in Truth’ 
                                                                                                                                                  
 Closing Hymn #49: A Pilgrim Was I and A-wandering  
 
Benediction – (Romans 15:13): 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 
by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
 

 
.                                                                                                                                               

 

         

Acts 17:22-34 (ESV) Paul Addresses the Areopagus 
 

22 
So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that 

in every way you are very religious. 
23 

For as I passed along and observed the objects of 
your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, ‘To the unknown god.’ What 
therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 

24 
The God who made the 

world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples 
made by man,

[a]
 
25 

nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, 
since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 

26 
And he made 

from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having 
determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 

27 
that they 

should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is 
actually not far from each one of us, 

28 
for 

“‘In him we live and move and have our being’;
[b] 

as even some of your own poets have 
said, “‘For we are indeed his offspring.’

[c]
 

29 
Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or 

silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. 
30 

The times of 
ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to 
repent, 

31 
because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness 

by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising 
him from the dead.” 

32 
Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked. But others 

said, “We will hear you again about this.” 
33 

So Paul went out from their midst. 
34 

But 
some men joined him and believed, among whom also were Dionysius the Areopagite 

and a woman named Damaris and others with them.                                                      
Footnotes: a. Acts 17:24 Greek made by hands b. Acts 17:28 Probably from Epimenides of Crete c. Acts 17:28 From Aratus's poem “Phainomena” 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

Areopagus – from Wikipedia.com 

The term "Areopagus" also refers to the judicial body of aristocratic origin that 
subsequently formed the higher court of modern Greece. 

The Areopagus, like most city-state institutions, continued to function in Roman times, 
and it was from this location, drawing from the potential significance of the Athenian 
altar to the Unknown God, that the Apostle Paul is said to have delivered the famous 
speech, "Now what you worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you. 
The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and 
does not live in temples built by hands." (Acts 17:24)                     
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Areopagus 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 (ESV) The Day of the Lord 
 
5 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you have no 
need to have anything written to you. 

2 
For you yourselves are fully aware that the 

day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 
3 

While people are saying, “There 
is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor 
pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 

4 
But you are not in 

darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 
5 

For you are all 
children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the 
darkness. 

6 
So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be 

sober. 
7 

For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at 
night. 

8 
But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the 

breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 
9 

For God has 
not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 

10 
who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live 

with him. 
11 

Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as 
you are doing. 
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