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1 Peter 2:1-11 (ESV) A Living Stone and a Holy People 

 
2 So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all 
slander. 

2 
Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you 

may grow up into salvation— 
3 

if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

4 
As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God 

chosen and precious, 
5 

you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ. 

6 
For it stands in Scripture: 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone,  
    a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

7 
So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 

“The stone that the builders rejected  has become the cornerstone,”
[a]             

 
8 

and 
“A stone of stumbling,   and a rock of offense.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

9 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 

own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called 
you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

 
10 

Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had 
not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

11 
Beloved, I urge you as 

sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war 
against your soul.                                                                                                                                                                                          
Footnotes: a. 1 Peter 2:7 Greek the head of the corner 
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John 3:31-36 (ESV) 

                                           
31 

He who comes from above is 
above all. He who is of the earth 
belongs to the earth and speaks in 
an earthly way. He who comes 
from heaven is above all. 

32 
He 

bears witness to what he has seen 
and heard, yet no one receives his 
testimony. 

33 
Whoever receives his 

testimony sets his seal to this, that 
God is true. 

34 
For he whom God 

has sent utters the words of God, 
for he gives the Spirit without 
measure. 

35 
The Father loves the 

Son and has given all things into his 
hand. 

36 
Whoever believes in the 

Son has eternal life; whoever does 
not obey the Son shall not see life, 
but the wrath of God remains on 
him 
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Announcements and Call to Worship:  
Responsive Reading #645: Christian Conduct (Galatians 5 and 6); Prayer                                                                

Opening Hymn #126: Amen, Amen!                                               
 
Tithing and Prayer; Hymn #572: Praise God; Prayers                                                   
 
Scripture Verses: Matthew 2:1-15, Jeremiah 23:16, 1 Peter 2:1-11 
 
Message by Steve Mickelson: ‘Anticipating the Return of Christ’ 
  
Communion Observance: Responsive Reading #663 (1 Corinthians 11)                                                                                                                      
 
Closing Hymn #204: There’s a Quiet Understanding 
 
Benediction – (Romans 15:13): May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may 
abound in hope.  
    

 
 

Matthew 2:1-15 (ESV) The Visit of the Wise Men 

 
2 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men

[a]
 from the east came to Jerusalem, 

2 
saying, “Where is he who has 

been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose
[b]

 and have come 
to worship him.” 

3 
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all 

Jerusalem with him; 
4 

and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, 
he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 

5 
They told him, “In Bethlehem 

of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 

6 
“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the 

rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

7 
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time 

the star had appeared. 
8 

And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may 
come and worship him.”

9 
After listening to the king, they went on their way. And 

behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to 
rest over the place where the child was. 

10 
When they saw the star, they rejoiced 

exceedingly with great joy. 
11 

And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their 
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 

12 
And being 

warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by 
another way. 

The Flight to Egypt 

13 
Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 

dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain 
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 

14 
And 

he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 
15 

and 
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken 
by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”                                                            
Footnotes: a. Matthew 2:1 Greek magi; also verses 7, 16 b. Matthew 2:2 Or in the east; also verse 9  

 ________________________________________________________________ 
Jeremiah 23:16 (ESV) 

16 
Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who 

prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak visions of their own minds, 
not from the mouth of the LORD. 

 
 

   

Genesis 9:18-19 (ESV) Noah's Descendants 
 

18 
The sons of Noah who went forth from the ark were Shem, Ham, and 

Japheth. (Ham was the father of Canaan.) 
19 

These three were the sons of 
Noah, and from these the people of the whole earth were dispersed.

[a       

]
Footnotes: a. Genesis 9:19 Or from these the whole earth was populated        
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