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                                  Jeremiah 23:5-6 (ESV):                                                 
5 

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise up for David 
a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute 
justice and righteousness in the land. 

6 
In his days Judah will be saved, and 

Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The 
Lord is our righteousness.’ 

           Luke 2:8-20 (ESV) The Shepherds and the Angels                           
8 

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 

9 
And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 
10 

And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the people. 

11 
For unto you is born this day in the 

city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
12 

And this will be a sign for you: 
you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 

13 
And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God and saying,                                                                                                          
14 

“Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

[a]
 

15 
When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to 

one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 

16 
And they went with haste 

and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 
17 

And when they 
saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this 
child. 

18 
And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 

19 
But 

Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 
20 

And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, 
as it had been told them.                                                                                      
Footnotes: a. Luke 2:14 Some manuscripts peace, good will among men 

            Isaiah 52:7 (ESV)                                                                                       
7 

How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him who brings good news, 
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, 
who publishes salvation, 
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”                                                                                
__________________________________________________________________                                              
.                                             Luke 15:7 (ESV):                                                      
7 

Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
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That the blessing of Abraham might come 
on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that 
we might receive the promise of the Spirit 
through faith.            – Galatians 3:14 
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 Wednesday  ~ 6-8 PM: BLCF Café Community Dinner 
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Announcements and Call to Worship; Prayer  
 
Lighting the Third Advent Candle: The Shepherds’ Candle, also called:  
The Candle of Joy (Luke 2:8-20)                                                                  
 
Opening Hymn #104: It Came upon the Midnight Clear; Christmas Hymns  
 
Prayer and Tithing: Hymn #572: Praise God from Whom All Blessings 
 
Responsive Reading #602 (God’s Divine Deliverance - Psalm 33)  
 
Message by Steve Mickelson: ‘Advent: Angels Announcing the Good News 
of Peace, Salvation and the Glory of Christ’  
 
Hymn #106: Hark the Herald Angels Sing  
 
Benediction - (2 Corinthians 4:6)): For God, who said, “Let light shine out 
of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  

"May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the 
joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of 
the magi, and the peace of the Christ Child. Almighty God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit bless you now and forever." - John Armstrong  

.                     Luke 1:26-35 (ESV) Birth of Jesus Foretold                                       
26 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, 

27 
to a virgin betrothed

[a]
 to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house 

of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 
28 

And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!”

[b]
 
29 

But she was greatly troubled 
at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 

30 
And the 

angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
31 

And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus. 

32 
He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the 

Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 
33 

and he will reign over 
the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

34 
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

[c]
 

35 
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 

of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born
[d]

 will be 
called holy—the Son of God.                                                                                          

Footnotes: a. Luke 1:27 That is, legally pledged to be married b. Luke 1:28 Some manuscripts add 
Blessed are you among women! C. Luke 1:34 Greek since I do not know a man e. Luke 1:35 Some 
manuscripts add of you 

            Matthew 1:18-25 (ESV) The Birth of Jesus Christ                                    
18 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ
[a]

 took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been betrothed

[b]
 to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with 

child from the Holy Spirit. 
19 

And her husband Joseph, being a just man and 
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 

20 
But as he 

considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which 
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 

21 
She will bear a son, and you shall call 

his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 
22 

All this took place to 
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23 
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 
24 

When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel 
of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 

25 
but knew her not until she had 

given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.                                                  

Footnotes: a. Matthew 1:18 Some manuscripts of the Christ b. Matthew 1:18 That is, legally pledged to 
be married 

 

                   

                 John 3:16 (ESV) For God So Loved the World                         
16 

“For God so loved the world,
[a]

 that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.                                                
Footnotes: a. John 3:16 Or For this is how God loved the world 
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