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“As I was on my way and drew near to Damascus, about noon a great light
7
from heaven suddenly shone around me. And I fell to the ground and heard a
8
voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?’ And I answered,
‘Who are you, Lord?’ And he said to me, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are
9
persecuting.’ Now those who were with me saw the light but did not
[a]
10
understand the voice of the one who was speaking to me. And I said, ‘What
shall I do, Lord?’ And the Lord said to me, ‘Rise, and go into Damascus, and
11
there you will be told all that is appointed for you to do.’ And since I could
not see because of the brightness of that light, I was led by the hand by those
who were with me, and came into Damascus.
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6

That the blessing of Abraham might come
on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that
we might receive the promise of the Spirit
through faith.
– Galatians 3:14

12

“And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, well spoken of by all
13
the Jews who lived there, came to me, and standing by me said to me,
‘Brother Saul, receive your sight.’ And at that very hour I received my sight and
14
saw him. And he said, ‘The God of our fathers appointed you to know his will,
15
to see the Righteous One and to hear a voice from his mouth; for you will be
16
a witness for him to everyone of what you have seen and heard. And now
why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on his
name.’
17

“When I had returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the temple, I fell into
18
a trance and saw him saying to me, ‘Make haste and get out of Jerusalem
19
quickly, because they will not accept your testimony about me.’ And I said,
‘Lord, they themselves know that in one synagogue after another I imprisoned
20
and beat those who believed in you. And when the blood of Stephen your
witness was being shed, I myself was standing by and approving and watching
21
over the garments of those who killed him.’ And he said to me, ‘Go, for I will
send you far away to the Gentiles.’”
Footnotes: a. Acts 22:9 Or hear with understanding
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Sunday Praise and Worship Service

Bloor Lansdowne Christian Fellowship

Order of Service
Call to Worship: Responsive Reading #648:
A Challenge to Faith (Hebrews 11 and 12); Prayer
Opening Hymn #276: In the Stars His Handiwork I See; Choruses
Tithing and Prayer; Hymn #572: Praise God; Prayers
Today’s Scriptures: John 8:1-11, Acts 6:8-15, Acts 7:51-60, Acts 22:6-21
Message by Steve Mickelson:
‘Sin and Sanctification: Just a Stone’s Throw from Each Other’

11 AM Sunday

Acts 6:8-15 ESV) Stephen Is Seized
8

And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the
9
people. Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it
was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia
10
and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. But they could not withstand the
11
wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking. Then they secretly instigated
men who said, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and
12
God.” And they stirred up the people and the elders and the scribes, and they came
13
upon him and seized him and brought him before the council, and they set up false
witnesses who said, “This man never ceases to speak words against this holy place and
14
the law, for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place
15
and will change the customs that Moses delivered to us.” And gazing at him, all who
sat in the council saw that his face was like the face of an angel.

Closing Hymn #263: Somebody’s Knocking at Your Door
Benediction – (2 Corinthians 13:14):
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
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Acts 7:51-60 (ESV)
51

“You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy
52
Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. Which of the prophets did your fathers not
persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the
53
Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, you who received the
law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.”

John 8:1-11 (ESV)
The Stoning of Stephen
1

2

8 but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. Early in the morning he came again
to the temple. All the people came to him, and he sat down and taught them.
3
The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in
4
adultery, and placing her in the midst they said to him, “Teacher, this woman
5
has been caught in the act of adultery. Now in the Law Moses commanded us
6
to stone such women. So what do you say?” This they said to test him, that
they might have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote
7
with his finger on the ground. And as they continued to ask him, he stood up
and said to them, “Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw
8
9
a stone at her.” And once more he bent down and wrote on the ground. But
when they heard it, they went away one by one, beginning with the older
10
ones, and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him. Jesus
stood up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned
11
you?” She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you;
go, and from now on sin no more.”

54

Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth
55
at him. But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God,
56
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens
57
opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” But they cried out
[a]
58
with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. Then they
cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at
59
the feet of a young man named Saul. And as they were stoning Stephen, he called
60
out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud
voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell
asleep.
Footnotes: a. Acts 7:57 Or rushed with one mind

