Sunday Praise and Worship Service
Order of Service
Matthew 2:1-15 (ESV):The Visit of the Wise Men
2 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the
[a]
2
king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is
[b]
he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and
3
have come to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was
4
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be
5
born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the
prophet:W
6

“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
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That the blessing of Abraham might come
on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that
we might receive the promise of the Spirit
through faith.
– Galatians 3:14

7

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them
8
what time the star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying,
“Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me
9
word, that I too may come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they
went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went
10
before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. When
11
they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and
worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold
12
and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to
Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.
The Flight to Egypt
13

Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to
Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to
Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the
14
child, to destroy him.” And he rose and took the child and his mother by
15
night and departed to Egypt and remained there until the death of
Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of
Egypt I called my son.”
Footnotes: a. Matthew 2:1 Greek magi; also verses 7, 16 b. Matthew 2:2 Or in the east; also verse 9
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Matthew 1:18-24 (ESV): The Birth of Jesus Christ
18

Opening Hymn # 115: Go Tell It on the Mountain
Tithing and Prayer Requests: Hymn #572: Praise God; Prayers
Responsive Reading #615: Adoration of the Magi (Matthew 2)
Message by Steve Mickelson: ‘Jesus: The Anticipated and Unexpected
Gift from God’

[a]

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had
[b]
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with
19
child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and
20
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered
these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is
21
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his
22
name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill
what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
23

Closing Hymn #410: O What a Wonderful, Wonderful Day

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”
24

Benediction – (2 Corinthians 13:14):
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

(which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of
the Lord commanded him: he took his wife,
Footnotes: a. Matthew 1:18 Some manuscripts of the Christ b. Matthew 1:18 That is, legally pledged to be married

______________________________________________________________________

Luke 1:26-35 (ESV): Birth of Jesus Foretold

John 3:16-17 (ESV): For God So Loved the World

26

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee
27
[a]
named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
28
house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said,
[b] 29
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!”
But she was greatly troubled at
30
the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel
31
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name
32
Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord
33
God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
34

And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

[c]

35

And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
[d]
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be
called holy—the Son of God.
Footnotes: a. Luke 1:27 That is, legally pledged to be married b.Luke 1:28 Some manuscripts add Blessed are you among women! C.
Luke 1:34 Greek since I do not know a man e. Luke 1:35 Some manuscripts add of you

16

[a]

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in
17
him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.
Footnotes: a. John 3:16 Or For this is how God loved the world

