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Matthew 4:1-11 (ESV): The Temptation of Jesus 

4 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil. 2 And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 And 
the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command 
these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written,  

“‘Man shall not live by bread alone,     but by every word that comes from the 
mouth of God.’”  

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the 
temple 6 and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, 
for it is written,  

“‘He will command his angels concerning you,’  

and  

“‘On their hands they will bear you up,     lest you strike your foot against a 
stone.’”  

7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God 
to the test.’” 8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed 
him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to him, “All 
these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said 
to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written,  

“‘You shall worship the Lord your God     and him only shall you serve.’”  

11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to 
him. 
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Announcements and Call to Worship; Prayer  
                                                                
Opening Hymn #55: For the Beauty of the Earth; Choruses   
                                              
Prayer and Tithing Hymn #572: Praise God from Whom All Blessings                                                    
 
Responsive Reading #607: Creator and Sustainer (– Psalm 104) 
 
Message by Steve Mickelson:                                                                             
‘Finding God’s Comfort and Mercy in the Wilderness of Our Lives’  
 
Communion (Institution of the Lord's Supper) - Matthew 26:26-29: 
26 Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it 
broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my 
body.”27 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to 
them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28 for this is my blood of the 
new covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. 29 I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that 
day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.” 

 
Closing Hymn # 440: All the Way My Savior Leads Me 
 
Benediction - (Ephesians 3:20-21):                                                               
Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask 
or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in 
the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and 
ever. Amen.   
 

  

 
Exodus 3:1 (ESV)  

 
3 Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, 
and he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the 
mountain of God.   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Isaiah 40:1-5 (ESV): Comfort for God's People  

 
40 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,     and 
cry to her that her warfare

[a]
 is ended,     that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has 

received from the LORD's hand     double for all her sins.  
3 A voice cries:

[b] 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;     make straight in 

the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be lifted up,     and every 
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level,     and the 
rough places a plain. 5 And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,     and all flesh 
shall see it together,     for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”  
Footnotes: a. Isaiah 40:2 Or hardship b. Isaiah 40:3 Or A voice of one crying  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  

John 1:19-23 (ESV): The Testimony of John the Baptist  
 
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, but 
confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you 
Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22 So 
they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. 
What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness, ‘Make straight

[a] 
the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”        

Footnotes: a. John 1:23 Or crying out, ‘In the wilderness make straight 

 
 


